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Big Ideas –  Elaborations    

The field of psychology supports thinking that examines assumptions, weighs evidence, and tests 
conclusions.  
• Student s wil l be exposed to studies using var ious resear ch met hods: case studies, surveys, obser vat ion, 

cor r elat ional studies, exper im ent at ion, long it udinal studies etc.  
• Under st anding the lim its and str eng t hs of case studies is centr al to exer cising caut ion when discussing 

hum an behaviour –  i.e. focus on small par t icipant group or sam ple can all ow a mor e in- dept h analysis but 
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Content – Elaborations   

• resear ch met hods in qualit at ive dat a and studies that encom pass mult iple facet s of hum an behaviour 
reg ar ding cog nit ion, emot ions and ment al processes  

• Cognit ive psycholog y repr esent s cog nit ive psycholog y, cog nit ive science, cog nit ive neur opsycholog y and 
cog nit ive neur oscience.  Topics such as mem or y, per cept ion, art if icial int ellig ence, amnesia and social 
cog nit ion are studied.  

• ment al repr esent at ions guide behaviour, ment al processes can be scient if ically in vest ig at ed  
• schem a theor y wit h ref erence to resear ch studies, two models or theor ies of one cog nit ive process (for 

exam ple, mem or y, per cept ion, lang uag e,  
• decision- m ak ing) wit h ref er ence to research studies  
• how cog nit ive and biological f act or s int er act in emot ion (for exam ple, two fact or theor y, arousal theor y, 

Lazar us’ theor y o f appr aisal)?horm ones and the endocr ine syst em and behaviour  
• how emot ion may aff ect cog nit ive process (for exam ple, stat e- dependent mem or y, flashbulb memor y, 

aff ect ive f ilt er s)  
• social and cult ur al envir onm ent inf luences individual behaviour; we want connec t edness wit h, and a sense 

of belong ing to, other s; we const r uct our conceptions of the individua l and social self)(Maslo w’s hie r ar chy of 
needs)  

• errors in attr ibut ions (for exam ple, fundam ent al att r ibut ion err or, illusor y cor r elat ion, self - ser ving bias).  
• so cial ident it y theor y, ster eot ypes and their eff ect on behaviour, Social norm s  
• social lear ning theor y, com pliance techniq ues (for exam ple, lowball ing, foot - in -t he- door, recipr ocit y), 

conf orm it y to group norms (for exam ple, cult ur e, groupt hink, risk y shif t, minor it y inf luence), Cultur al nor m s, 
the role of two cult ur al dim ensions on behaviour (for exam ple, individualis m/collect ivism,  

• power dist ance, uncert aint y avoidance, Conf ucian dynam ism, masculinit y/f em ininit y “em ic” and “etic” 
concept s  

• focus on groups of disorder s: anxiet y (for exam ple, ag or aphobia), aff ect ive (for exam ple, depr ession), 
eating (for exam ple, bulim ia)  

• Evaluat e theor ies of cognit ive deve lopm ent (for exam ple, Piag et, Bruner, Vyg ot sk y, brain developm ent  
• theor ies), social and envir onm ent al var iables (for exam ple, parent ing, educat ional envir onm ent, pover t y, 

diet) may aff ect cog nit ive developm ent.  
• Social developm ent, att achm ent in childhood and its role in the subseq uent f or m at ion of relat ionships, 

pot ent ial eff ect s of depr ivat ion or traum a in chi ldhood on lat er developm ent, resilience, strat eg ies to build 
resilience.  
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Recommended Instructional Components:  
Power point s, mult im edia present at ions, readings, work wit h a text book, student -inq uir y led resear ch sessions, 
open discussions and processing tim e in bot h form al and inf orm al set t ing s  
 
Recommended Assessment Components: Ensure alignment with the Principles of Quality 
Assessment  
A variet y of evaluat ion and assessm ent tools can be used wit h this cur r iculum (quizlet, kahoot it, jour nals, 
work sheet s, quizzes, test s, PBL, oral present at ions, Socr at ic sem inar s, labs and essays) Care should be tak en 
to appeal to a wide var iet y of lear nin g styles and wher e possible, give student s the abilit y to show what they 
k now in mult iple f orm at s. Also, it should be ack nowledg ed that assessm ent for and as lear ning (form at ive) 
should be used mainly to the benef it of the lear ning, gener at ing marks mainly  f rom assessm ents of  lear ning 
(summ at ive).  
 
Learning Resources:  
Sugg est ed text book: Openst ax  Psycholog y “Down load f or free at htt p://cnx.org/cont ent/col11629/latest/.”   © 
2014 Rice Univer sit y. Text book cont ent produced by OpenSt ax Colleg e is licensed under a Creat ive Commons 
Attribut ion 4.0 Inter nat ional License.  
Other on -line resour ces : Khan Academ y videos (on most topics) Crash Course Psycholog y video ser ies many 
resour ces for cour se alr eady gener at ed and shar ed on sit es lik e Quizlet and Kahoot it  
 
Additional Information:  
Psycholog y 12, a nat ur al progr ession in the secondar y study of Psycholog y, will deepen students’ abilit y to 
under st and how we are creat ur es form ed by bot h nat ur e and nurt ur e. It is an academ ic elect ive that can be an 
enor m ous point o f suppor t and an out let f or student s to discuss cur r ent issues in their per sonal live s and in the 
wor ld around them.   

 


